Around
Te Wananga o Aotearoa, Te Awamutu and various locations in Aotearoa
New Zealand, 1986—ongoing.

Te Wananga o Aotearoa emerged during a period of significant social and
political change in Aotearoa. Throughout the 1980s, Maori communities
were confronting high unemployment, educational inequity, and the ongoing
impacts of systemic exclusion. Alongside growing movements for Maori
rights, language revitalisation, and self-determination, Te Wananga o
Aotearoa was founded in response to the failures of mainstream education
systems to support Maori learners.

Its origins began with O-Tawhao Marae at Te Awamutu College in 1983
—a kaupapa that brought together master carvers, weavers, trainees, and
local communities. From this foundation, the Waipa Kokiri Arts Centre
was established, creating pathways for learning grounded in whakairo,
raranga, te reo Maori, and community participation. At a time when many
Maori were being pushed to the margins, to1 Maori became a vehicle for
empowerment, cultural restoration, and collective transformation.

The artworks selected for this exhibition reflect this whakapapa.

Dr Pakariki Harrison’s Rongo acknowledges the tohunga whakairo

whose leadership helped build the foundations of the organisation, both
physically and philosophically. Georgia Larkins-Tareha’s Awe speaks to the
continuation of weaving traditions and the nurturing of knowledge within
Te Wananga o Aotearoa. Chris Bryant-Toi’s E kore e kitea reflects on the
stewardship and resilience required for Maori institutions to endure, while
Margaret Aull’s No One Listens recalls the ongoing struggles for Maori
equity, sovereignty, and voice.

Today, that legacy continues through the ongoing contribution Te Wananga
o Aotearoa makes to toi Maori education in Aotearoa. Between 2011 and
2026, nearly 27,000 tauira engaged in creative arts programmes through Te
Wananga o Aotearoa, which in 2025 accounted for approximately 10% of all
creative arts programme delivery in Aotearoa.

Together, the artworks and archival materials on display trace the history of

Te Wananga o Aotearoa while highlighting the enduring role toi Maori has
played in shaping the organisation and its kaupapa.

Aisha Roberts

Learn more
An introduction to Te Wananga o
Aotearoa.




Learn more
An interview with Margaret Aull.

Learn more
An interview with Chris Bryant-
Toi.
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